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In response to the Office action of 06/19/2002, please amend the above-identified application 
as follows: 



In the Claims: 



Please amend claims 1 5 15, 23, and 29 as follows: 



1 . (Amended) A method for communicating link connection type characteristics in a network, 
comprising: 

determining connection type characteristics for a link within the network, wherein the 
connection type characteristics comprise partitioning of available bandwidth of the link between 
switched virtual connections and soft permanent virtual connections; 

advertising the connection type characteristics to at least one node in the network; and 
utilizing, by the at least one node, the connection type characteristics for performing a network 
function. 



15. (Amended) A method establishing a connection in a communications network, comprising: 
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